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JUNE MEETING, 1898. 

The stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 9th instant, 
at three o'clock, p. M., in the Library of the American Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, Beacon Street ; the President, Charles 
Francis Adams, LL.U, in the chair. 

The record of the last meeting was read and approved ; and 
the list of donors to the Library during the month was also 
read. 

Rev. James De Normandie, of Roxbury, was elected a Resi- 
dent Member; and John Franklin Jameson, Ph.D., of Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, was elected a Corresponding Member. 

It was then voted, that during July, August, and September 
the meetings be discontinued, the President and Recording 
Secretary having power to call a special meeting, if necessary. 

The President then submitted from the Council the follow- 
ing report : — 

Keenly appreciative of the exceptional interest and value of 
the gift made to the Society at its last meeting by our asso- 
ciate Robert C. Winthrop, Jr., the Council feel that special 
action is called for. It therefore reports the following votes: 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society are hereby given to 
our associate Robert C. Winthrop, Jr., for the gift, made to 
it at the May meeting, of an original letter in the handwriting 
of Governor William Bradford, with the draught of a reply to 
the same indorsed thereon by Governor John Winthrop, — a 
document for Massachusetts and for this Society of unique and 
unsurpassed historical interest. 

Voted, That the Council be requested to direct the architect 
in charge of the construction of the new Society Building to 
make special provision in connection with the interior decora- 
tion of the Ellis room for the preservation of this document 
and its conspicuous exhibition. 

Voted, That the Secretary forward to Mr. Winthrop a copy 
of the foregoing votes. 
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On motion of Rev. Dr. Edmund F. Slaftek, the report 
was accepted and the recommendation of the Council was 
adopted. 

Tiie President from the Committee to which was referred 
the expediency of preparing and publishing memorial editions 
of Bradford's History of Plymouth Plantation and Winthrop's 
History of New England, reported as follows : 

The Special Committee to which was referred the paper 
from the Council presented at the April meeting of the Societj', 
relating to the publication of memorial editions of the histories 
of Bradford and Winthrop, respectfully submit the following 
report : — 

Your Committee have examined into the matter, and have 
satisfied themselves that the project is in every respect one 
desirable to carry out, and easily within the power of the 
Society. The question of the number of volumes which the 
proposed publication would require will largely depend upon 
the character and length of the notes and other editorial matter. 
In all probability there would be five volumes, three of the 
Winthrop and two of the Bradford ; though, possibly, the 
number might be reduced to four. 

While the cost of the work cannot be definitely stated in 
advance, the Committee are satisfied that it would come well 
within the means of the Society. On this point they have 
consulted leading publishing-houses with results altogether 
reassuring, though necessarily somewhat indefinite. In all 
probability the number of copies sold would pay the entire cost 
of printing; and while there should be little or no danger of 
any considerable loss, the sales might result in a favorable 
balance. 

The time in which the work could be done cannot be ascer- 
tained until it is entered upon, and those in charge of it make 
their reports. 

Under these circumstances, your Committee would recom- 
mend the passage of the following votes : — 

Voted, That the following persons constitute a Committee 
to which shall be intrusted the work of editing, on the part of 
the Society, the proposed memorial editions of the Bradford 
and Winthrop histories, — Messrs. Warren, Channing, Lord, 
Appleton, Dexter, to whom shall be added, ex officio, the 
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President of the Society and the Editor, the former to be 
Chairman of the Committee. 

Voted, That the Committee be authorized to proceed in the 
work of editing the proposed memorial editions of said histories 
whenever the plan for so doing, together with the estimates of 
cost, etc., submitted by them, shall meet with the approval of 
the Council. 

Voted, That the Council be authorized, on behalf of the 
Society, to enter into any contracts that may seem to it proper 
and fairly within the means of the Society, in relation to the 
publication and sale of said memorial editions. 

Mr. Robert C. Winthrop, Jr., expressed the opinion that 
a matter of so much importance as this required careful con- 
sideration, and on his motion it was voted that the report be 
printed and referred to the October meeting. 

Mr. A. Lawrence Lowell submitted the following report : 

Your Committee appointed on April 14 last to consider and 
report upon the appointment of an Historical Manuscripts 
Committee respectfully begs leave to report as follows : — 

The duty of the Society in relation to collections of private 
papers may be briefly summarized as follows : — 

1. To discover and keep track of any valuable collections 
in private hands which are held in Massachusetts or elsewhere, 
and relate to Massachusetts history or to the history of the 
nation. 

2. To use every means in its power to spread abroad a 
knowledge that the papers of any man who has held a public 
station, or been in a position to know something of public 
affairs, are valuable, so that information may be given to mem- 
bers of the Society. 

3. To rescue from destruction sets of documents which are 
not appreciated by their owners, or which are in danger of loss 
by fire, by neglect, or by the piratical visits of autograph hunt- 
ers, and to secure them for the Society if possible. 

4. To receive on deposit in its fire-proof building collections 
which may be endangered, or which are likely to fall into the 
hands of people ignorant of their value. 

5. To follow out its time-honored policy of publishing such 
parts of private collections as are of historical interest. 
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6. To calendar papers from its own stores, or from those 
of private owners, where publication of considerable parts is 
not practicable. 

Of the functions thus outlined, how many does the Society 
now carry out ? It makes no systematic effort to find or record 
sets of documents, — though some of the members do make 
untiring search, and from time to time give copies or originals 
to the Society for publication. The Society as such does not 
make the public aware of the importance of preserving docu- 
ments. The Society has for some years acquired few sets of 
documents by gift, and has in general calendared only docu- 
ments in its possession. 

Your Committee believes that the Society ought to stand in 
the public mind as the natural place of deposit, or gift, of valu- 
able sets of private papers. If it be the wish of the Society 
to make itself a force for the preservation of documents, and 
to stand before the public as a proper depositary, it must 
renew its efforts to carry on the original policy of the Society. 
This is the time to do so, now that we are about to occupy a 
building with plenty of fire-proof space and to administer con- 
siderable publication funds. 

Your Committee is of opinion that such a policy should take 
three forms: a direct appeal to the people most likely to have 
documents : the creation of a standing committee on the col- 
lection of documents and manuscripts ; and the establishment 
of a close relation with other bodies engaged in a like pursuit 
of manuscript material. 

The appeal should be a carefully drawn circular, asking for 
information about private collections and documents. This cir- 
cular should be sent to all the officers of local historical soci- 
eties in Massachusetts and other parts of New England, to 
librarians, to families likely to have papers of public import- 
ance, to heads of colleges and schools, and to the editors of 
local newspapers. Each circular should be accompanied, so 
far as possible, by a private letter by some member of the 
Society. The circular should state the willingness of the So- 
ciety to send a member to inspect any promising collections, 
and should hold out the possibility of storing collections in 
the Society's building, and of the calendaring or publication 
of valuable material. 

The administration might well be put into the hands of a 
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small committee, — say of five members, — who should, sub- 
ject to the approval of the Society, prepare and circulate the 
appeal, and staud ready to make some sacrifice of time and 
strength to visit and examine manuscript collections. The 
committee might also consider the calendaring of collections 
which could not be transferred to the Society, and the prep- 
aration of finding-lists of documents in private hands. 

In all this work pains should be taken to co-operate with 
the local societies, and especially with the National Historical 
Manuscripts Commission, recently founded by the American 
Historical Association, so as to bring new material to their 
notice, and to share in discoveries of sets which they do not 
intend to publish. 

As to the amount of such material which could be brought 
to light, no estimate can be made. There are to the knowl- 
edge of the members of the Committee at least three import- 
ant collections which might perhaps be acquired at once, and 
it is the belief of the Committee that a systematic effort would 
reveal many more. This Society is one of the few really active 
and efficient historical organizations in the country. The criti- 
cisms made by your Committee, and its suggestion of new 
fields of activity, are therefore intended to be a recognition 
of the services of the Society and of its officers, and a plea for 
a continuation of that effort which has kept the Society vig- 
orous for a hundred years. It is for us to do for the historical 
manuscripts of this century what our predecessors did for the 
manuscripts of the colonial period. 

Your Committee is clearly of opinion that in accomplishing 
these objects persons who are not Resident Members of the 
Society can be of the greatest assistance ; but experience alone 
can show how many such persons had better be placed upon 
the committee, and in fact the number may well vary from 
time to time. 

Your Committee therefore recommends that a committee of 
five Resident Members of this Society be annually appointed 
by the President for the purposes set forth in this report, with 
power to add to their number from time to time such Corre- 
sponding Members of the Society or other persons as they may 
think wise. A. Lawrence Lowell. 

James Ford Rhodes. 
Albert Bushnell Hart. 
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On motion the report was accepted, and the Committee 
discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Lowell it was then 

Voted : That in addition to the regular Committees already 
provided, a committee of five Resident Members of this Society- 
be appointed, and hereafter appointed annually, to be known 
as the Historical Manuscripts Committee. 

Voted: That the purposes of the Committee shall be as set 
forth in the report of the Special Committee this day accepted ; 
that the Committee be appointed by the President, and that it 
have power to add to its number from time to time such Cor- 
responding Members of the Society, or other persons, as it may- 
think wise. 

The President subsequently appointed the following to con- 
stitute the Committee in question for the current year, to wit : 
Messrs. Lowell, Hart, Rhodes, Hoar, and Schouler. 

The Hon. Thomas Jefferson Coolidge presented a very 
large and important collection of papers which had belonged 
to his great-grandfather, President Thomas Jefferson, and 
spoke in substance as follows : — 

I have before me the catalogue of a large collection of papers 
belonging to the family of President Jefferson. These have, 
during the past few years, been offered for sale to Congress, 
and Senator Hoar, a distinguished member of this Society, 
has taken a deep interest in trying to induce our government 
to purchase them and put them in safety with the other val- 
uable manuscripts of Mr. Jefferson which it possesses. 

My attention was first called to this matter by a request, 
made me some three years ago, to urge the members from 
Massachusetts, and any personal friends I might have in the 
two houses, to examine the letters, as it was thought by Mr. 
Randolph's family that no member of Congress would hesitate 
a moment to purchase them for the government when their 
real merit was known. I did so, and many other and more 
influential people took an interest in the matter, but it was all 
in vain. I think the bill passed one of the houses, but failed 
to come up in the other; and, before anything was done, the 
war came on and put an end to all chance of their purchase. 
I had felt all along that the most suitable place for the collec- 
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tion would be the Massachusetts Historical Society. They 
would be as safe as in Washington, and I think more easily 
attainable ; and our Society was full of men who would take 
a personal interest in looking through them. Besides, it would 
be a gratification to me personally to have them rest in Massa- 
chusetts, as a sign that all party feeling had long ceased to 
exist, and that the two States of Virginia and Massachusetts, 
where Jefferson's blood had intermingled, treasured alike 
his memory. 

I have been successful in acquiring these papers, and present 
them now to your Honorable body, trusting that you will keep 
them in safety and honor, in the beautiful building which is 
being now erected. 

They consist of the following letters : — 

Mr. Jefferson's letters from 1790 to 1800, including some written 
previous to 1790, consisting of over 400 autograph letters signed. 

Mr. Jefferson's letters from 1800 to 1810, consisting of over 700 
autograph letters signed. 

Mr. Jefferson's letters from 1810 to 1820, consisting of over 700 
autograph letters signed. 

Mr. Jefferson's letters from 1820 to 1826, containing over 400 auto- 
graph letters signed. 

Letters from Mr. Jefferson to members of his family, consisting of 
over 700 autograph letters signed. 

Letters from members of the family to Mr. Jefferson, in number 658. 

Contents of the tin case which Mr. Jefferson had made to contain 
his commissions, credentials, etc. 

Miscellaneous letters and papers written by Mr. Jefferson. 

Bundle of accounts while President and Vice-President. 

Account of the Life and political services of George Nicholas, from 
1755 to 1799, written by Gov. W. C. Nicholas. 

Letters relating to the War of 1812. 

Autograph letters written by Washington, Adams, Madison, Monroe, 
Dr. Benj. Rush, William C. Rives, Patrick Henry, Edmund Randolph, 
Arthur Lee, Chief Justice Story, Chas. Carroll of Carrollton, and others. 

I will now, with your permission, read the description which 
was annexed to them when offered to Congress, and which 
gives a most impressive picture of their merit. 

This collection of Mr. Jefferson's papers, now offered for sale, num- 
bers by actual count 3060, none of which are duplicated in the collec- 
tion of the State Department. The papers are contained in 21 large 
portfolios. The letters are usually written on large sheets of paper, 

34 
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and are, save in a very few instances, in perfect preservation. They 
are also, almost without exception, autograph letters. 

Here in these letters, written while Minister to France, Secretary of 
State, Vice-President and President, and after his retirement to Mon- 
ticello (from 1784 to 1826), we have a record of his daily life with its 
numberless interests ; a picture of his family and home of delightful 
charm, and a running commentary on the early political history of the 
country by one of the most prominent actors. 

The letters to the Randolphs and Eppes, his daughters and their 
husbands, form in some respects the most valuable part of the whole 
collection. To them he wrote with more freedom and confidence. The 
letters written during the exciting presidential struggle of 1800, when 
the question lay between himself and Burr, during the passage of the 
Alien and Sedition laws, at the time of the acquisition of Louisiana, 
will be found of remarkable interest and value. 

Another side of his character, and one which is probably new to 
most persons, is seen in the letters to his children aud grandchildren. 

This catalogue, while of necessity brief and simple in form, shows 
the richness and value of the collection. 

There are few Americans who do not know and reverence the name 
of Jefferson, but they know him only as the statesman. 

These letters are most valuable because they show his extraordinary 
activity of mind, his breadth of thought, his wide interests. 

They show him as the Virginian, never weary in working for the 
interests of his State ; as the planter, to whom no smallest detail ot 
management was beneath consideration; as the wise and loving father, 
whose playful tenderness gives a special charm to the letters to his 
daughter; and in so showing, help his countrymen to understand better 
the man to whom they owe the Declaration of Independence. 

In addition to these 3060 letters of Jefferson's there are a number of 
letters to him, 170 of which I have closely examined and found to be 
very valuable ; doubtless there are many others equally valuable. Of 
those that I have examined are letters from such men as Benj. Rush, 
his brother Richard, Adams, Madison, and Monroe, Kosciusko, Wm. 
C. Rives, David Rittenhouse, Timothy Pickering, Edward, Robert, and 
Brockholst Livingston, Edmund Pendleton, Edmund Randolph, Count 
Jean Potocki (the Polish historian), Arthur Lee, Chief Justice Story, 
George Ticknor, and Andrew Stevenson (Speaker of the House and 
Minister to France). 

In addition to these are the Nicholas letters which show plainly the 
sources of the famous resolutions of 1798 and 1799 — letters from Wil- 
son Cary Nicholas, George Nicholas, of Kentucky, and James Brecken- 
ridge, of Kentucky, whose names were so closely connected with the 
Virginia and Kentucky resolutions. 

August, 1835. 
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Will you permit me to read a few extracts from some of the 
letters, selected after a very hurried perusal, in order to give 
you some idea of the variety of the subjects treated and the 
interesting nature of the collection ? 

The first extract is taken from a letter to Dr. Benjamin 
Rush, and relates to Jefferson's religious opinions : — 

Washington, Apr. 21, 1803. 

"In some of the delightful conversations with you, in the evenings 
of 1798, '99, and which served as an anodyne to the afflictions of the 
crisis through which our country was then labouring, the Christian 
religion was sometimes our topic ; and I then promised you that one 
day or other, I would give you my views of it. They are the result 
of a life of enquiry and reflection, and very different from that Anti- 
Christian system imputed to me by those who know nothing of my 
opinions. To the corruptions of Christianity, I am indeed opposed ; 
but not to the genuine precepts of Jesus himself. 1 am a Christian in 
the only sense in which he wished anyone to be ; sincerely attached 
to his doctrines, in preference to all others ; ascribing to himself every 
human excellence ; and believing he never claimed any other. 

" At the short intervals since these conversations, when I could 
justifiably abstract my mind from public affairs, this subject has been 
under my contemplation. But the more I considered it, the more it 
expanded beyond the measure of either my time or information. In 
the moment of my late departure from Monticello, I received from 
Dr. Priestley, his little treatise on ' Socrates & Jesus compared.' This 
being a section of the general view I had taken of the field, it became 
a subject of reflection while on the road, and unoccupied otherwise. 
The result was to arrange in my mind a Syllabus or Outline of such 
an Estimate of the comparative merits of Christianity, as I wished to 
see executed by some one of more leisure and information for the 
task than myself. This I now send you, as the only discharge of my 
promise I can probably ever execute, and in confiding it to you, I 
know it will not be exposed to the malignant perversions of those 
who make every word from me a text for new misrepresentations and 
calumnies, etc. etc. 

" I am moreover averse to the communication of my religious tenets 
to the public ; because it would countenance the presumption of those 
who have endeavored to draw them before that tribunal and to seduce 
public opinion to erect itself into that inquisition over the rights of 
conscience, which the laws have so justly proscribed. It behoves 
every man who values liberty of conscience for himself, to resist inva- 
sions of it in the case of others ; or their case may, by change of cir- 
cumstances, become his own. It behoves him, too, in his own case. 
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to give no example of concession, betraying the common rights of 
independent opinion, by answering questions of faith, which the laws 
have left between God and himself." 

The next letter relates to the Embargo ; it is addressed to 

William Pinkney : — 

Monticello, July 15, 1810. 
" On politics I have little to" say, and little need be said to you who 
are better informed from another quarter. You will have seen that 
Massachusetts, N. Hampshire and R. Island have got back to the 
ground which a temporary delusion induced them to quit for a moment. 
Unfortunately it was a moment decisive of our destiny. I speak of 
that which produced a repeal of the embargo. Considerable discon- 
tent was certainly excited in Massachusetts, but its extent was magni- 
fied infinitely beyond its reality, and an intrigue of (I believe) not more 
.than two or three members, reputed republicans, excited in Congress 
a belief that we were under the alternative of civil war, or a repeal of 
the embargo, and the embargo was repealed. Thus were we driven 
by treason among ourselves from the high and wise ground we had 
taken, and which had it been held, would have either restored us our 
free trade, or have established manufactories among us. The latter 
object will still be allowed, at least as to household manufactures, 
which is more than the half in value of what we have heretofore 
received from abroad, but the imprudent adventures of our merchants 
have put into the hands of the robbers by sea and land, much of 
the embargo had received for employment in manufactures. I am 
supremely happy in being withdrawn from these turmoils." 

The following shows his abhorrence of Napoleon. It is 
dated Monticello, February 6, 1816, and addressed to Stephen 
Cathalan : — 

'< My wishes are for the happiness of France, without caring what 
executive magistrate makes her happy. I must confess however, I 
did not wish it to be Bonaparte — I considered him as the very worst 
of all human beings, and as having inflicted more misery on mankind 
than any other who had ever lived. I was very unwilling that the 
example of his parricide usurpation should finally stand approved by 
success. He is now off the scene, I hope never to return on it, but 
whether you are much more at your ease in the hands of the allies, 
you know better than I do." 

In a letter to William Tudor, the author of " The Life of 
James Otis," I find the following extract relating to Dr. 
Franklin's feelings before the War of Independence : — 
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Monticello, Feb. 14, 1823. 
" With respect to the part of it relating to Dr. Franklin of which 
you ask my opinion particularly, I have perused it with attention and 
as far as my personal acquaintance authorizes me to say, 1 think it. 
generally just and correct. Of one point however I was not aware, to 
wit that the Dr. came more tardily into the idea of resistance by arms 
than others generally. When he returned from England and took 
his first seat in Congress, which was before our 2nd petition to the 
king, he was as forward as any of us ; and he first laid on our table 
a form of confed'n. However it is very possible that while he cont'd 
in England, summoned by the appalling means of that powerful nation, 
and comparing them with ours, he might have doubts whether the 
array in arms might not be better postponed awhile. On this subject 
however I have no particular information." 

The following extracts written to his beloved daughter, 

Martha, are interesting as showing his hatred of political 

strife and his domestic tastes : — 

Philadelphia, June 6, 1797. 

" When I look to the pleasures of my family society, I become more 

and more disgusted with the jealousies, the hatred and the rancorous 

and malignant passions of this scene, and lament my having ever 

again been drawn into public view." 

Philadelphia, May 17, 1798. 

" For you to feel all the happiness of your quiet situation, you 

should know the rancorous passions which tear every breast here, even 

of the sex which should be a stranger to them, politics and party 

hatreds destroy the happiness of every being here, they seem like 

salamanders, to consider fire as their element." 

Philadelphia, Feb. 11, 1800. 
" My absence from you teaches me how essential your society is 
to my happiness ; politics are such a torment that I would advise 
everyone I love not to mix with them." 

On June 4, 1804, he writes to J. W. Eppes regarding his 
personal feelings to President Adams : — 

Washington, June 4, 1804. 

" I enclose a letter from Mrs. Adams ... a proof that our friend- 
ship is unbroken on her part. It has been a strong one, and has gone 
through trying circumstances on both sides, yet I retain it thoroughly 
both for herself and Mr. Adams ; he and myself have gone through so 
many scenes together that all his qualities have been proved to me, 
and I know him to possess so many good ones, as that I have never 
withdrawn my esteem, and I am happy that this letter gives me an 
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opportunity of expressing it to both of them. I shall do it with a 
frank declaration that one act of his life, and never but one, gave me 
personal displeasure ; his midnight appointments. If respect for him 
will not permit me to ascribe that altogether to the influence of others, 
it will leave me something for friendship to forgive " etc. 

Another extract to his grandson places farming above a 

profession : — 

Washington, Jan. 3, 1808. 
" I do not know whether your father intends you for a profession, or 
to be a farmer. This last is the most honorable and happy of all . . . 
1 fear you are at present engaged in almost too much, however wonders 
may be done by incessant occupation ... if you are obliged to neglect 
anything let it be your chemistry, it is the least useful and least amus- 
ing to a country gentleman of all the ordinary branches of science." 

An attack on Jackson : — 

Monticeixo, Dec. 8, 1809. 

" You will expect no political news hence. I find that one general 
sentiment of indignation against Mr. Jackson both as to the matter and 
manner of his offers. I am not disappointed as to his matter, but as to 
his manner I am. I expected he would be oily, wily and able. I 
find him rude, malignant and muddy-headed as to the question what 
is to be done." 

And the Federalists: — 

Monticeixo, Mar. 4, 1811. • 

" Your character of the Federalists is not exaggerated. Bitterer 
enemies of their country do not exist in France, England or Spain. 
Those in Congress, with John Randolph now consolidated with their 
body, would be delighted that Great Britain could conquer and reduce 
us again under her government, and Pickering, Quincey and Gardenier 
would rather France should do it than we should remain under a 
republican administration. Mr. Madison, as you justly observe, must 
be supported, with so unprincipled and traitorous an opposition; the 
republican who schismatises is a traitor in deed, altho' he may not be 
in intention. I am sorry that you retire in so dubious a state of 
things, . . . besides your services in the house, what greater could 
you render your country than by the exclusion of John Randolph, 
the most envenomed enemy to a democratical republican government 
which it has ever seen. If his adder tongue can so infatuate his con- 
stituents as that ordinary candidates cannot obtain their suffrage, it 
becomes the more incumbent on him who can, to offer himself. His 
exclusion alone would give greater security to our government, than 
the repeal of the British orders." 
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On metaphysics : — 

Monticello, June 27, 1821. 

" No well educated person should be entirely ignorant of the opera- 
tions of the human mind, to which the name of meiaphysics has been 
given. There are three books on this subject. Locke's essay on the 
human understanding, Tracy's elements of Idiology, and Stewart's 
Philosoohy of the human mind ; any one of which will communicate 
as much on the subject as is worth attention. ... I consider Tracy as 
the most correct Metaphysician living ... to pursue the science 
further is following a Will of the wisp, and a very useless waste of 
time much better given to sciences more palpable and more useful iu 
the businesses of life." 

The next is a letter to his granddaughter, Ellen, who had 
married Joseph Coolidge, of Boston, in 1825. The President 
was then very poor ; his plantations in Virginia had been ren- 
dered of very little value by the richer lands of the West, and 
were too far north to allow of the culture of cotton which had 
saved the South. Tobacco had exhausted the soil of Virginia 
and was no longer remunerative. He had found it very hard 
to get together a trousseau for his granddaughter, who bad 
always lived with him and whom he had brought up at his 
knee. This trousseau was shipped from Charleston to Bos- 
ton, and the schooner in which it was, was lost at sea. 
The President could not replace the things, but tried to make 
up the loss by sending to his granddaughter the desk on which 
the Declaration of Independence was written. This desk re- 
mained in the possession of Mr. and Mrs. Coolidge until their 
death, when the family decided to give it to the nation. They 
requested Mr. Winthrop, the father of our friend and associate, 
to do so, and he went on to Washington and presented the 
desk in his usual felicitous language, in the name of the family. 
Two Senators and two members of Congress, one each from 
the North and from the South, responded eloquently in accept- 
ing the heirloom. It is now in the State Library at Wash- 
ington. Several copies were made of it, and I was amused in 
reading in an essay by Smalley, that on visiting Bismarck he 
found a desk there which the statesman thought was the 
original. Undoubtedly one of the copies had been presented 
or sold to the great German. 

I now read the letter : — 
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Monticello, Nov. 14, 1825. 
" We condole with you on the loss of your baggage, (especially) that 
beautiful writing desk ... it has occurred to me, however, that I can 
replace it, not indeed to you, but to Mr. Coolidge, by a substitute not 
claiming the same value from its decorations, but from . . . the events 
with which it has been associated . . . surely a connection with the 
great charter of our independence may give a value to what has been 
associated with that ... I happen still to possess the writing box on 
which it was written ; it was made from a drawing of my own and I 
have used it ever since. . . . Mr. Coolidge must do me the favor of 
accepting this, its imaginary value will increase with years, and . . . 
another half century may see it carried in the procession of our nation's 
birthday, as the relics of the saints are in those of the church." 

The next extract is from a letter, dated 1816, of Abigail 
Adams, wife of John Adams, showing the kind feeling which 
existed between the two, notwithstanding rumors to the 

contrary : — 

December 16, 1816. 
" Travellers bring us such delightful accounts of Monticello and its 
inhabitants that I am tempted to wish myself twenty years younger, 
that I might visit them, but I am so far down hill, that I must only 
think of those pleasures which are past. Amongst which, and not the 
least, is my early acquaintance with, and the continued Friendship of, 
the phylosopher of Monticello." 

I have already trespassed upon your time so long that I will 

detain you but once more to make you acquainted with a 

very characteristic letter of George Washington to one of his 

officers, in which he gives the preference to native soldiers 

over foreign : — 

Head Quarters Camp at Middlebrook, June 4, 1777. 

To the Commanding Officer of the 14th Virginia Regiment — Camp. 

I want to form a Company for my Guard. In doing this I wish to 
be extremely cautious ; because it is more than probable that in the 
course of the Campaign, my Baggage, Papers, and other matters of 
great public import may be committed to the sole care of these men. 

This being premised in order to impress you with proper Attentions in 
the choice, I have to request you that you will immediately furnish me 
with Four Men of your Reg't ; and as it is my further wish that this 
Company sh'd look well and be nearly of a size, I desire that none of 
the men may exceed in stature 5 feet 10 inches, nor fall short of 5 feet 
9 inches. Sober, young, active and well made. When I recommend 
care in your Choice, I wo'd be understood to mean men of good 
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Character in the Eegt that possess the pride of appearing clean & 
soldier-like. 

I am satisfied there can be no absolute security for the Fidelity of 
this Class of people, but yet I think it most likely to be found in those 
who have Family-Connections in the Country. 

You will therefore send me none but Natives & Men of some Prop- 
erty, if you have them. I must insist that in making this Choice You 
give no Intimation of my Preference of Natives, as I do not want to 
create any invidious Distinction between them & the Foreigners. 

1 am 

Sir 

Your most obedient 
and very hum'e Serv't 

G° Washington. 

Albert B. Hart, Ph.D., then moved the following vote, 
which was adopted : — 

Voted, That the grateful thanks of the Society are hereby 
tendered to Mr. T. Jefferson Cooliclge for the generous gift of 
invaluable unpublished manuscripts of his distinguished ances- 
tor, Thomas Jefferson. Mr. Cooliclge has thus made the most 
important addition to the Society's capital of manuscripts 
which has been received for many years ; and he has thus put 
the Society and his countrymen under great obligation. 

Mr. Hart also moved the following vote, which, at the sug- 
gestion of the President, was referred to the Council : — 

Voted, That it be recommended to the Council to consider 
the question of preparing these manuscripts for publication as 
the next considerable enterprise of the Society. 

Dr. Samuel A. Green, in communicating the following 
paper, said : — 

More than three years ago I presented a list of Early 
American Imprints belonging to the Historical Society, which 
appears in the Proceedings (second series, IX. 410-540) for 
February, 1895. Since that time the Library has acquired, 
either by gift or purchase, some additional titles of similar 
works ; and since then, moreover, I have been able to examine 
certain books there described from imperfect copies. In order 
to supplement that paper and make the list of Early Imprints 

65 
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more complete, I herewith submit a collation of such books ; 
and at the same time I take the opportunity to give a few 
other facts kindred to the subject. 

i657- 

The title under this year in the former list should be can- 
celled, as the imperfect copy in the Historical Library is now 
known to be of the London edition. 

1660. 

A Brief | Catechisme | Containing | the Doctrine | of Godlines, | or | 
of Living vnto God. | — | By John Norton, | Teacher of the 
Church at | Boston in New-England. | — || Camhridg | Printed 
by S. G. and M. J. | New-England. | 1660. 16mo. pp. 3-22. 
Titlepage wanting ; 3-22, " The Doctrine of Godliness," headline a 

line often border pieces, and an ornamented initial letter " W " at the 

beginning. 

I am indebted to Mr. Wilberforce Eames for the complete 
title, which is taken from a copy in the Lenox Library. 

1662. 

Propositions | concerning the | Subject of Baptism | and | Consociation 
of Chvrches, | Collected and Confirmed out of the Word of God, | 
By a I Synod of Elders | and | Messengers of the Churches | in 
Massachusets-Colony in New-England. | Assembled at Boston, 
according to Appointment of the | Honoured General Covrt, | In 
the Year 1662. | — | At a General Covrt held at Boston in New- 
| England the 8 th - of October, 1 662. | The Court having Read 
over this Result of the Synod, judge meetto | Commend the same 
unto the Consideration of all the Churches and | People of this 
Jurisdiction ; And for that end doe Order the Printing j thereof. | 
By the Court. Edward Rawson Secret'. | — || Cambridge: Printed 
by S. G. for Hezekiah Vsher at Boston in | New-England. 1662. 
12mo. pp. (14), 24. 
Titlepage wanting; 14 pp. "The Preface to (he Christian Reader, 
and especially to the Churches of Massachusets-Colony in New-Eng- 
land," running headlines ; 1-24, " The Answer of the Elders and other 
Messengers of the Churches, Assembled at Boston in the Year 1 662. 
To the Questions Propounded to them by order of the Honoured 
General Court," headpiece four lines of border pieces with a vertical 
line of similar pieces at each end ; pages 25-32 wanting. 
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This title, copied from one in the Prince Library, takes the 
place of the whole entry under the year 1662 in the former 
list. Cotton Mather, in his Magnalia (Book IV. p. 77), says 
that the pamphlet " was chiefly of his [Jonathan Mitchel's] 
composure " ; and allusions to it are found in Sibley's Har- 
vard Graduates (I. 155), the Brinley Catalogue (I. 174), and 
Sabin's Dictionary (Xll. 245), No. 49,662, and (XV. 554, 555), 
No. 66,059. 

1680. 

A | Platform | of | Church-Discipline | Gathered out of | the Word of 
God ; | And Agreed upon by the | Elders and Messengers | of the 
Churches Assembled in the | Synod. | At Cambridge in N. E. | 
To be presented to the Churches & General Court | for their 
Consideration and Acceptance in | the Lord, the 8th. Moneth, 
Anno. 1 649. | — | [Two lines from Psalms lxxxiv. 1 ; two from 
xxvi. 8; and five from xxvii. 4.] | — || Boston: Printed by 
John Foster. 1680. 16mo. pp. (23), 64. 
Titlepage, surrounded by a line of border pieces, verso blank ; 21 pp. 
" The Preface," headpiece a line of border pieces, with a raised query 
mark after the eighth and ninth pieces, and a long rule below, running 
headline same words; 1 p. blank; 1-64, text, headpiece a line of 
border pieces like the first, with an Italic colon after the seventh piece, 
various headlines ; 3 pp. Table of Contents, wanting. 

This book begins with the last three leaves of signature E, 
and once formed the second part of a volume in which the first 
part was " A Confession of Faith," etc. See Sabin's Diction- 
ary (XV. 189), No. 63, 334. 

1684. 

The I Doctrine | of Divine | Providence, | opened and applyed : | ... | 

By Increase Mather. | [etc.] 16mo. pp. (8), 148. [Followed by] 
A I Sermon | ... | By Mr. Nathaniel Mather. | [etc.] pp. (1), 26. 

This copy is one of the two mentioned in the former list, 
and probably is an earlier impression than the other. Some 
instances of the variations are as follows : " The Contents," 
which appears at the end of Nathaniel Mather's sermon, here 
follows " To the Reader " and takes the place of the blank page 
near the beginning of Increase Mathers sermon ; the rule at 
the top of page 82 is taken out ; the headline on page 83 " to 
the judgments of God " is here changed to " Sins of Omission 
expose men," and the same change occurs on page 88 ; the 
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headlines of other pages 90, 91, 94, and 95 ave transposed ; 
page 53 of the first part has the signature letter " E3" instead 
of the second " E 2 " in the other copy, and on page 25 of the 
second part the signature letter is taken out ; only a stub 
remains on pages 27 and 28, showing three letters, and a part 
of the next leaf of " Advertisements," with only three border 
pieces of the upper line. 

A | Monumental | Memorial | of | Marine | Mercy | being | An Ac- 
knowledgment of an High Hand of | Divine Deliverance on the 
Deep | in the Time of distress, | in | A Late Voyage from Boston 
in New-England | To London, Anno 1683. | — | In a Poem. By 
Richard Steere. | — | To which is added Another Occasioned by 
Several | Remarkable Passages happening at the Birth | of a Male 
Child on Board the same Ship | in her Voyage Returning 1684. | 
— | By the same Author then a Passenger. | — || Printed at 
Boston in New-England by | Richard Pierce for James Cowse 
Stationer | Anno 1684. 16mo. pp. (4), 12. 
Titlepage, verso blank ; 2 pp. " To the Reader," ending with a rude 
cut (3x3| inches), covering more than a half of the page, representing 
a winged figure moving to the right in the clouds with her face turned 
toward the front and her right hand pointing upward, probably a con- 
stellation, and showing three unknown characters at the left, headpiece 
two lines of border pieces, the lower one inverted, both parted in the 
middle by a vertical line of three stars, headline on second page same 
as beginning ; 1-10, " A Monvmental Memorial of Marine Mercy &c," 
in verse, ending with a rude cut (about 2J inches square), representing 
a ship under full sail driven before a gale, headpiece two lines of border 
pieces, the lower one inverted, with a query mark in the middle of each 
line, the upper one inverted; 11, 12, ''A Poem occasionally written on 
Some Remarkables hap'ning at the Birth of the Son of Thomas and 
Sarah Wallis upon the Atlantick or Western Ocean, July the 26 1684," 
signed " Richard Steere." 

1 686. 

A Brief | Discourse | of | Justification. | Wherein | This Doctrine is 
plainly laid down ac- | cording to the Scriptures : | As it was De- 
livered in several Ser- | mons on this Subject. | — | By Samuel 
Willard, Teacher of a Church | in Boston. | — | [Five lines from 
Phil. iii. 9 ; and six lines of Latin.] | — || Boston, Printed by S: G. 
for Samuel Phillips [ at the West-end of the Town house. 1686. 
16mo. pp. (5), 168. 
Titlepage, verso blank ; 3 pp. " To the Reader," signed " S. Willard," 

headpiece a line of seventeen border pieces, with a query mark after 
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the twelfth, a line in parts underneath, and another line of seventeen 
border pieces inverted, with a query mark after the ninth, headlines 
same words as at beginning, catch-words on the third page " Phil. 3. 9." ; 
1 p. blank; 1-168, text, beginning with " Phillippians III. IX," head- 
piece similar to the first, although with slight variations, running head- 
lines, " A Brief Discourse," and " of Justification," having the word 
" brief" on twenty pages, the first on page 22 and the last on page 168, 
and on the last page " A brief Discourse &c." ; has " 28 " for 128, and 
« 247 " for 147 ; first leaf of book wanting ; bound in the original sheep. 

Our Dying Saviour's | Legacy of Peace | To His Disciples in a 

troublesome | World, from John 14. 27. | My Peace I give unto 

you, &c. | — | Also a | Discourse | On the Two Witnesses : | 

Shewing that it is the Duty of all Christians | to be Witnesses 

unto Christ, from Rev. 11. 3. | I will give to my two Witnesses, 

&c: | Unto which is added, | Some Help to Self- Examination. 

j — | By John Higginson Pastor of the Church in | Salem | — | 

[Four lines from 2 Peter i. 14, 15.] | — || Boston, Printed by 

Samuel Green for John [ Usher near ths Town-Houte, 1686. 

16mo. pp. (13), 205, (1). 

Titlepage, surrounded by a border line, verso blank ; 7 pp. " To 

the Church and People of God at Salem; also at Guilford and Say 

Brook: Grace unto you, and Peace from God our Father, and from 

the Lord Jesus Christ," signed by "John Higginson," and dated at 

Salem, August 6, 1686, headpiece a line of seventeen border pieces, a 

rule in parts, and a line of similar border pieces inverted, headlines 

"To the Reader"; 1 p. blank; 3 pp. "Christian Reader," signed 

" of him who is a Well-wisher to Israels Peace.. Samuel Willard," 

headpiece similar to the first one, same headline continued; 1 p. blank; 

1-131, text, beginning "John 14. 27," headpiece similar to the first, 

various headlines; 1 p. blank; 133-185, text, beginning " Revelations 

II. III.," headpiece like the first, vaiious headlines: 1 p. blank; 183 

[187]-205, " Some Help to Self-Examination, Which I drew up for 

my Self, in the Year 1652. But may be of like use to any, that shall 

peruse the same ; with Meditation and Self Application, and earnest 

Prayer, as Psal. 139. 23, 24," headpiece a line of seventeen border 

pieces with a query mark after the ninth, headline " Self-Examination"; 

1 p. blank ; 1 p. " Advertisement " between two lines of border pieces, 

the lower one inverted. 

This volume was given by our associate Col. Thomas W. 
Higginson, on May 14, 1896, and is mentioned in the Pro- 
ceedings (second series, XI. 19-22) of that date. The title- 
page and the two following leaves, as well as page 205, were 
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photo-electrotyped by the Suffolk Engraving Company from 
another copy owned by him. The plate for the " Advertise- 
ment" at the end was made by the same process after a tracing 
from a copy in the Prince Library. By means of these plates 
the missing pages in the book were reproduced in facsimile on 
old paper, and inserted in the volume ; and the collation is 
made from the copy thus completed. 

1689. 

[A List of Errata, by Cotton Mather. 1689.] 16mo. 1 p. 

A line of seventeen border pieces ; heading in three lines, " The 
Reader is desired (with his Penn) to Correct the following Errata"; 
nine lines of errata referring to " Early Piety " ; six lines relating to 
the " Several Sermons " ; a line of seventeen border pieces like those at 
the top inverted. 

This List, evidently printed in Boston, and probably by 
Samuel Green, is found pasted on the inside of the cover at 
the end of two bound tracts by Cotton Mather, which were 
published in London in 1689. The first tract is entitled: 
" Early Piety, Exemplified in the Life and Death of Mr. 
Nathanael Mather," etc. ; and the other : " Several Sermons 
Concerning Walking with God," etc. The wording of the 
titlepage at the beginning of the book shows that the two 
tracts were intended to go together in the same volume. 

The People's | Right to Election | Or Alteration of Government in 
Connecticott, | Argued | In a Letter ; | By Gershom Bulkeley 
Esq ; one of their Majesties Justices of the peace | In the County 
of Hartford. [ Together with a Letter to the said Bulkeley, | from 
a Friend of his in the Bay. | To which is added, The Writing 
delivered to James Russell of Charlestown | Esq; warning him 
and others concerned, not to meet to Hold a Court | at Cambridge, 
within the county of Middlesex. | By Thomas Greaves Esq ; 
Judge of their Majesties Inferior Court of Pleas | and one of their 
Majesties Justices of the peace within the said County | And also 
his Answer to Mr. Broadstreete and the Gentlemen mett at the | 
Town-house in Boston concerning the same. | Published for the 
Information & Satisfaction of their Majesties loyall | (but abused) 
Subjects in New-England. | — || Philadelphia, Printed by As- 
signes of William Bradford, Anno 1689. No titlepage. 16mo. 
pp. 18. 
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Half title, filling most of page 1 ; 1-13, "To the honourable Robert 
Treat Esq ; and to the Worshipfull James Bishop, William Jones & 
James Fitch, and other the Worshipful Justices of the severall Counties : 
and any other whom it may concern, assembling at Hartford : To 
advise concerning Holding of a Court of Election by Virtue of and 
according to the late Patent," signed " Gershom Bulkeley," on May 8, 
1689; 13-17, "A Letter to Gershom Bulkeley Esq; (one of their 
Majesties Justices of the Peace in the County of Hartford) from a 
friend in the Bay" ; 17, "The Writeing Delivered to James Russell of 
Charlestowne Esq ; by Thomas Graves Esq ; Jud^e of their Majesties 
Inferiour Court of pleas, and one of their Majesties Justices of the 
Peace, within the County of Middlesex," and addressed " To James 
Russell of Charlestowne Esq ; to be communicated to any others that 
are in like manner with your self concerned herein," which is a warn- 
ing not to assemble " a pretended Court of Judicature," at Cambridge, 
etc., dated in Charlestown, September 21, 1689 ; 18, " The Answer of 
Thomas Greaves Esq. to Mr. Broadstreete & the Gentlemen met at 
the Town-house in Boston concerning the aforesaid Writing," signed 
" Thomas Greaves." 

This tract is reprinted in the first volume (pp. 57-81) of the 
" Collections of the Connecticut Historical Society" (Hartford, 
1860); and in the second volume (pp. 85-109) of "The 
Andros Tracts" as given in " The Publications of the Prince 
Society" (Boston, 1869). 

1693. 

Among the Errata mentioned in the collation of Cotton 
Mather's " Wonders of the Invisible World," in the former 
list under 1693, is the following : " The Discourse on, The 
Devil Discovered, is wrong paged, after p. 8. (17) being put 
for (9)." This statement changes the paging there given in 
the last line of the collation to " 1-32 [24]." 



The following list of early broadsides, found among the 
Massachusetts Archives at the State House, but by no means 
complete, is here given as a supplement to the other titles. 
The volume and page of the Archives where these several 
broadsides appear, are indicated by Roman letters and 
Arabic figures within parentheses, at the end of each descrip- 
tion. Seven of the sheets are found in Volume CCXLII. of 
the Archives, which is the third volume of the " Hutchinson 
Papers." It may be remembered that the manuscripts com- 
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prising these Papers, in three volumes, for many years were in 
the possession of the Historical Society, but were given up to 
the Commonwealth on the decision of an arbitrator. For full 
particulars of the case, see Proceedings (XIII. 217-232) for 
January, 1874. 

1659. 

An Humble Proposal, for the Inlargement of University of Learning 
in I New England, By the Trvstees hereafter named, to whom the 
Manage- | ment of this Affair is committed. Broadside. 
Large illustrated letter at the beginning of the text, about two and one 
half inches square ; an appeal to their " worthy Christian Friends in 
England," asking for help, saying, " That all the provision which they 
have towards this great Undertaking, is not sufficient, according to a 
very low and moderate Computation, for a twentieth part of those who 
are born in that Country [New England] and capable of such Improve- 
ment : So greatly hath the Lord been pleased to bless his People in 
those parts with increase of Children " ; giving as their authority for 
such an appeal the act of the General Court, May 11, 1659. 
(LVIII. 38.) 

1667. 

Boston in New-England. August 9th. 1667. | The | Governour, Deputy 
Governour | and sundry of the | Magistrates, | Being Assembled, 
do Judge meet to commend to their Beloved Brethren and Neigh- 
bours I The Inhabitants of this Colony this following Proposal. 
Broadside. 
Two lines of border pieces at the top, the lower one inverted ; after 
speaking of the trouble on the " Caribdee Islands, by reason of the 
malignity of the Common Enemy " and the lack of provisions on " his 
Majesties Fleet," they " commend to the Inhabitants of this Jurisdic- 
tion a present contribution to be made for the supply of his Majesties 
Fleet in those parts " ; and appoint a committee to receive such " free 
Contributions " ; and order that " This Act of the Magistrates is forth- 
with to be printed and sent accordingly to the several Towns, Boston, 
August 9th. 1667 " ; signed " Richard Belliugham Governour." 
(C. 111.) 

1670. 

At a Council held at Boston | Septemb. 8. 1670. 16mo. 1 p. 

Headpiece a line of fourteen urn-shaped border pieces and the upper 
half of a brace ; " The Council taking into their serious Consideration 
the low estate of the Churches of God throughout the World " appoint 
September 22 as a " Day of Publick Humiliation " ; signed " By the 
Council. Edward Rawson Secret'." 

(X. 17.) 
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This is the earliest printed proclamation for a Fast day 
known to be extant, and it is supposed to be unique. For an 
account of this copy, see the Rev. William DeLoss Love's 
" Fast and Thanksgiving Days of New England " (p. 433). 

1673. 

Boston, March 22. 167§. Broadside. 

Liue of border pieces at the top ; an order of the " Deputy-Governour 
and Magistrates " by " Edward Rawson Secret'.," concerning " the late 
Awfull Hand of God, consuming our Castle by Fire the One and 
twentieth of this instant," etc. ; recommending " to all the Inhabitants 
of this Colony, that a free contribution be made for the Re-edifying of 
the said Castle " ; saying that " The Charge of the Work propounded, 
we have computed to be Twelve or Fifteen hundred pounds, which we 
do aim at present to raise" ; and ordering, "That the Committees of 
the Militia in the severall Towns do forthwith prosecute this Order, by 
taking Subscriptions . . . and make a Return of the whole unto the 
Major General 1, between this and the first of May next ensuing." 

(LXVII. 124.) 

This sheet and the three preceding ones were printed at 
Cambridge, without doubt by Samuel Green. 



1686. 

The General Courts Answer to | Joseph Dudley Esqr. &c. | This was 
Pas'd by the whole Court, Nemiue non consentiente. Broadside. 

This Answer begins : " Gentlemen, We have perused what you left 
with us, as a true Copy of His Majesties Commission, shewed to us the 
seventeenth instant : Impowring you for the Governing of His Majesties 
Subjects Inhabiting this Colony, and other Places therein mentioned " ; 
gives two reasons as to " what therein might be thought hard or 
uneasie," — " 1. That there is no certain determinate Rnle for your 
Administration of Justice ... 2. That the Subjects are Abridged of 
their Liberty as English Men " ; says that " we cannot give our Assent 
thereto " ; signed " Per Order, Edward Rawson Seer.," and dated May 
20, 1686 ; addressed below " To Joseph Dudley Esq. And the rest of 
the Gentlemen Named in His Majesties Commission." 

(CCXLII. 334.) 

This broadside is given in the printed copy of the Colonial 
Records of Massachusetts Bay (V. 515, 516), edited by our 
late associate Dr. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff. 

36 
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1689. 

At the Convention of the | Governour and Council, and Representatives 
of the I Massachusets Colony. 16mo. 1 p. 

This is a declaration that " all the Laws made by the Governour and 
Company of said Colony, that were in Force on the twelfth day of May, 
One thousand six hundred eighty six (except any that are repugnant to 
the Laws of England) are the Laws of this Colony, and continue in 
Force till farther Settlement, to which all Inhabitants and Residents 
here are to give due Obedience " ; signed " By Order of the Convention, 
Isaac Addiugton Seer.," and dated at Boston, June 22, 1689. 

(CCXLII. 372.) 

At the I Convention | Of the Governour and Council, and Represen- 
tatives of the I Massachusets Colony. Broadside. 

This Proclamation sets apart September 19, 1689, as a Fast day on 
account of " the growing Difficulties of a Distressing Indian War " ; 
signed " Isaac Addington, Seer.," and dated at Boston, September 7, 
1689. 

(CCXLII. 379.) 

The I Declaration, | Of the Gentlemen, Merchants, and Inhabitants of 
Boston, and the | Countrey Adjacent. April 18th. 1689. [Colo- 
phon] Boston Printed by Samuel Green, and Sold by Benjamin 
Harris at the London Coffee-House. 1689. No titlepage. Folio, 
pp. (4). 

The Declaration relates to the Andros government. 

(CCXLII. 363, 364.) 

This paper is reprinted in the first volume (pp. 11-19) of 
"The Andros Tracts" as given in "The Publications of the 
Prince Society" (Boston, 1868), and in Neal's "History of 
New-England" (II. 62-70). 

From a Gentleman of | Boston | To a Friend in the Countrey. 
Broadside. 

This letter is signed " N. N.," and was written probably in the 
year 1689. 

(CCXLII. 333.) 

This broadside is reprinted in the Proceedings (XII. 118, 
119) of the Historical Society for June, 1871. 
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The Present State of the | New-English Affairs. | — | This is Published 
to prevent False Reports | — | [At the bottom of the sheet] Bos- 
ton, Printed and Sold by Samuel Green, 1689. Broadside. 
(XXXV. 83.) 

This sheet, printed in two columns, gives extracts from three 
letters written by Increase Mather, then in England, concern- 
ing questions of public interest and importance to the Colony 
of Massachusetts Bay ; and evidently it took the place of a 
manuscript news-letter so common in those days. The fact is 
significant as showing a phase of journalistic evolution which 
began with the written news-letter and gradually developed 
into a newspaper. It was also the forerunner of " Publick 
Occurrences, both Forreign and Domestick" (Boston, 1690), 
which would have been issued monthly, if the public author- 
ities had not interfered and suppressed the first number. 



1690. 

At the ( General Court | Of Their Majesties Colony of the Massachu- 
setts Bay in New- | England, Sitting in Boston by Adjournment. 
December. | 10 th . 1690. [At the bottom of the sheet] Cambridge: 
Printed by Samuel Green. 1690. Broadside. 
A cut of the Colonial arms ; an Order of the General Court in con- 
sequence of " maintaining and defending of Their Majesties Interests 
against the Hostile Invasions of Their French and Indian Enemies 
(Who have begun and are Combined in the Prosecution of a Bloody 
War upon the English ... in New-England :) " ; appointing a com- 
mittee " for the granting forth of Printed Bills . . . (none under Five 
Shillings ; nor Exceeding the Summ of Five Pounds in one Bill) . . . 
No more of said Bills to be Printed or Granted forth than for the 
Summ of Seven Thousand Pounds"; "Printed and Published by 
Order of the Covrt," and signed " Isaac Addington Seer." 
(CCXLII. 402.) 

For the reasons leading to the issue of these Printed Bills, 
see Mr. Winthrop's remarks at a meeting of this Society, which 
appear in the Proceedings (VI. 428) for February, 1863, where 
a fac-simile reproduction of one of the bills is given. This 
emission of paper money is said to have been the first in 
America. 
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1691. 
Advertisement. 16mo. 1 p. 

Two lines of border pieces at the top, the lower one inverted ; relates 
to the Garrison at Port Royal, granting to persons the " Appropriation 
or sole Priviledge of the Trade and Traffick of said Ports " for five 
years, and giving notice to others who wish to join that they must 
" within the space of Three Weeks from this Date, enter their Names 
with Mr. James Taylor, and be admitted into the said Adventure on 
equal parts . . . Boston, June 5th. 1691." 

(XXXVI. 111.) 

By the | Gouernour | and | Council : Broadside. 

Impression of the seal of Colony cut out; a Proclamation ap- 
pointing May 7, as a Fast day ; signed " Isaac Addington Seer.," and 
dated at Boston, April 23, 1691. 

(XL 58.) 

1692. 

Naval Office | at | Boston, | Iu Their Majesties Province of Massachu- 
sets- I Bay, in | New-England. Broadside. 

A certificate in blank filled out on September 9, 1 692, for the clear- 
ance of the sloop " Industrie," of Boston, Jonas Clarke, Master, bound 
for Rhode Island and Connecticut, having on board sugar, rum, leather, 
wine, salt, English goods, nails and iron ware, signed in manuscript, 
" Benj* Jackson Navall otficer " ; with the impression of a wax seal in 
the upper left-hand corner. 

(LXI. 330.) 

1697. 
Anno 1697. Broadside. 

A list of the Assistants used by the General Court at the election 
of the new Council on May 25, 1698, divided as follows: in the 
first column, " Massachuset, 18," including seventeen names, and " Jn° 
Appelton Esq r " in manuscript ; in the second column, " Plimouth, 4," 
with names, " Main, 3," giving two names, and " Jos. HaiSon " in 
manuscript, " Zagadahock, 1 " and name, " At large, 2," one name and 
" Maj p Penn Townsend " in manuscript, and " Deceased this Year," 
three names, Charles Frost, Samuel Shrimpton, and Bartholomew Ged- 
ney ; at the left of the names is the number of votes each person 
received indicated in manuscript, and at the right in the same way are 
numbers from 1 to 28 showing the relative standing ; on the back is 
the file mark in manuscript " Wiswel 1697." 

(CCXLII. 426.) 
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Together with this broadside is a sheet, having similar 
fold-marks headed " Subscription towards the Support of M' 
Ichabod Wiswall? Son at the Colledge. for three years next 
comeing, at so much f annu. as is set against each of our 
names, this. 14'? of July. 1699." It is signed by thirteen of the 
Councillors given on the printed sheet, and by Nathaniel By- 
field, John Borland, and Simeon Stoddard. Attached to the 
paper are several receipts from Aaron Bordman as College 
Steward, for payments on Wiswall's account. The allusion is 
to Peleg Wiswall, a graduate in the Class of 1702. 



While I am on my feet I wish, also, to communicate the 
dates of two early Commencements at Cambridge, derived 
from contemporary sources, which are additional to the lists 
previously presented by me and printed in the Proceedings 
(second series, X. 194-205, 360) for May and November, 1895, 
and (XII. 72, 73) for December, 1897. " The dates are taken 
from two almanacs belonging to the Hon. John Boyd Thacher, 
of Albany, New York ; and for his courtesy in the matter I wish 
to acknowledge my obligations. In both instances, as seen 
below, they fall on the last Tuesday of July, thus confirming 
the theory that during this period Commencement came on 
that day. 

1646. 

According to a unique copy of the earliest known almanac 
printed in New England, Commencement fell on the third 
day of the week, July 28, which was the last Tuesday in that 
month. 

1648. 

According to the calendar in another almanac, by Samuel 
Danforth, which is also supposed to be unique, Commence- 
ment occurred on the third day of the week, July 25, again 
the last Tuesday in that month. 

These two little publications were bought at the sale of 
Part I. of the Brinley library nearly twenty years ago, when 
they fetched fabulous prices for that period, though not nearly 
so high as they would bring to-day. The almanac for 1646 
was printed by Stephen Daye, of Cambridge, the first printer 
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in British America, and is one of the very few specimens of 
his handicraft that have come down to the present time. He 
was also the printer of the first pamphlet published in what 
is now the United States, an almanac for 1639 made by William 
Pierce, of which no copy is supposed to be extant. Mr. Pierce 
was a shipmaster of some note and influence among the 
founders of the Colonies of Plymouth and Massachusetts Bay, 
who before the year 1620 had made voyages to the Grand 
Banks and the New England coast. 

The President read the following copy of a letter in re- 
lation to the memorable Graves-Cilley duel of February 24, 
1838, addressed at the time the duel took place by John 
Quincy Adams to his son, Charles Francis Adams. His atten- 
tion, he said, had been called to this letter in the course of 
investigations bearing upon the life of Charles Francis Adams, 
a memoir of whom he was preparing for the Society's printed 
Proceedings. The letter was evidently written by J. Q. 
Adams for historical purposes, being his contemporaneous 
statement of an extremely dramatic and distressing occurrence 
which caused at the time a profound sensation. J. Q. 
Adams was then a member of the House of Representatives, 
and, as such, occupied a peculiar position. Apparently he felt 
that it might hereafter be thought that, on this occasion, he 
had not taken the strong, moral stand he should have taken. 
He seems, therefore, to have wished to put on file an explana- 
tion of the course he pursued, and his reasons for it. Hence 
this letter to his son. As the letter has a distinct historical 
interest, but can, the President added, be of no service in any 
publication he is likely to make, or which is likely to be made 
in connection with the family papers, he contributes it to the 
Proceedings of the Society. 

The Graves-Cilley duel is now well-nigh forgotten. It took 
place at the famous Bladensburg duelling-ground, near Wash- 
ington, and may be regarded as one of the four memorable 
American duels of fatal termination. The first, of course, 
was the Burr-Hamilton affair of July 11, 1804 ; the second 
the Barron-Decatur of March 22, 1820; and the last the 
Terry-Broderiek of September 16, 1859. 

In recalling these four episodes, as memorable as melan- 
choly, it is impossible not to notice what a grotesquely grim 
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satire they afford, taken together, on the "Code of Honor." 
In three out of four of the cases the precious life was lost, and 
the worthless, or one of little value, spared. Hamilton and 
Broderick died at the hands of Aaron Burr and David S. 
Terry ! A sufficing commentary on the practical workings of 
the " Code." A veritable Ilias in nuce. 

There has always been an impression that Mr. Cilley, whose 
death resulted from the duel, had been in point of fact mur- 
dered in a quarrel forced upon him by a Southern fire-eater. 
It will be seen that this is by no means the view Mr. Adams 
took of the matter. Briefly stated, the events leading up to 
the duel seem to have been somewhat as follows. Mr. Cilley, 
a member of Congress from Maine, had in debate in the House 
made certain statements which Colonel J. Watson Webb, then 
editor of the "New York Courier and Enquirer," took um- 
brage at. Colonel Webb, therefore, went on to Washington, 
and sent a challenge to Mr. Cillej' through Mr. Graves, a mem- 
ber of Congress from Kentucky, acting as Webb's second. Mr. 
Cilley, instead of taking the position he manifestly should have 
taken, that he refused to be held responsible by a person from 
outside for words spoken on the floor of Congress, declined 
to accept the challenge of Colonel Webb on the ground that 
Colonel Webb was not "a gentleman." Under the principles 
of what is known as the " Code of Honor," this action on the 
part of the person challenged imposed upon the second of the 
challenger the obligation to offer himself in place of his prin- 
cipal. Before doing so, Mr. Graves first, however, asked Mr. 
Cilley to put his refusal to fight on the manifestly proper 
ground that, as a member of Congress, he would not be 
answerable for words spoken in debate , but this Mr. Cilley 
declined to do. A challenge was therefore sent to him by 
Mr. Graves, and accepted. As the challenged party, he 
selected rifles as the weapons. Mr. Graves, it is alleged, had 
never fired a rifle in his life, and was no marksman. Indeed, 
he is said to have been a perfect novice in the use of deadly 
weapons. 

From the statements which have come down it would appear 
that Mr. Cilley was entirely responsible for what took place ; 
though it cost him his life, and brought on Mr. Graves the 
censure of the House of Representatives, subsequently termi- 
nating his political career. Three shots were exchanged at 
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eighty yards. After the second shot Mr. Cilley was asked to 
state in writing what he had verbally said to Mr. Graves, to 
wit, that his ground for declining to receive the note of Colonel 
Webb was that he would not be held to account in that way 
for words spoken in debate. This he again declined to do, 
insisting upon a third exchange of shots. In this exchange he 
was instantly killed. Mr. Graves always insisted that the 
fatal shot was purely a matter of chance. Henry A. Wise, 
of Virginia, was one of the seconds in this affair, and General 
Jones, of Iowa, the other, Mi'. Wise acting for Mr. Graves. 
Long subsequently Mr. Adams, in the course of debate in the 
House, used unsparingly against Mr. Wise his participation in 
the Graves-Cilley duel ; and he did so not without reason, for 
it would seem that in reality Mr. Wise was the party chiefly 
responsible for the fatal termination. There was no difficulty 
whatever, political or personal, between the two principals. 
They were fighting over a point of etiquette in " the Code." 
Under these circumstances Mr. Wise should, after the second 
exchange of shots, have insisted on the termination of the 
affair, and withdrawn his man. Not doing so, he became re- 
sponsible for what followed ; and Mr. Adams so held him. 

I do not pretend to vouch for the perfect accuracy of this 
statement. Neither is it important. The whole occurrence is 
matter of history, and the letter I now submit is of value only 
as bearing upon it. I will merely add that, with the excep- 
tion of the duel, also fatal, between Commodores Ban on and 
Decatur, no other of the numerous Bladensburg meetings, 
either before or since, created an impression as painful as the 
Cilley-Graves duel. Looked at now through the cool per- 
spective of sixty years, it stands out as "an affair of honor" 
about as foolish and senseless as it was shocking and deplor- 
able ; and while Cilley died as the fool dieth, Wise, as Mr. 
Adams savagely flung at him, came back into the House of 
Representatives with "his hands dripping with blood." 

Washington, 19 March, 1838. 
My Son, Charles Francis Adams, Boston. 

Mr dear Son, — On Saturday, the 24th of February, on taking 
my seat in the House of Representatives, Mr. Potts, a member from 
Pennsylvania who sits immediately before me, asked me if I had heard 
anything of the duel — I said No — what duel ? He said Mr. Cilley 
of Maine and Mr. Graves of Kentucky were gone out to fight with 
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rifles at 80 paces in consequence of Cilley's refusal to receive from 
Graves a challenge from James Watson Webb — I had heard nothing 
of it before. The attendance in the house was thin. The neutrality 
Bill was discussed and rejected as it had come from the Senate by yeas 
and nays, 76 to 87, by which it appeared that there were about 75 
members absent from their Seats. There was an agitation in the house 
different from that which is occasioned by an irritated debate ; a restless, 
uneasy whispering disposition, clustering into little groups with in- 
quisitive looks, listening ears, and varying reports as one member or 
another went out of, or came into the Hall. At one time it was rumoured 
that the parties had been separated by interposition of a magistrate. At 
another that they had adjusted their difference on the field and returned 
to their respective quarters. There was a deep solicitude among the 
friends of Graves, who was understood not to be familiar with the use 
of the rifle, and an assumed appearance of confidence in the other direc- 
tion, which to me foreboded no good. The House adjourned just after 
three, and the last words I heard, on quitting the Hall, were that Graves 
had been shot. On issuing from the capitol I met Joseph Blunt, who 
had been several days in the city, but whom I had not before seen. He 
spoke of having been detained that morning by business, and thereby 
disappointed, of attending at the j»reat Whig festival at Baltimore, given 
that day, in return for that of New York, at which the Delegations 
from Boston, Philadelphia and Baltimore had been entertained with so 
much magnificence in November. 

I came home with feelings little adapted to any festive enjoyment. 
Twice in the course of the evening the rumour reached me from different 
quarters that Graves had been killed; but about 10 o'clock the mes- 
senger from the Capitol who came with the mail from the Post Office, 
brought word that Mr. Cilley had been brought home to his lodgings 
dead. 

The first sympathies were for a widowed wife and orphan children. 
These were unknown to me ; but I knew too well how keen must be 
the anguish of the wife, and how afflictive and irreparable the bereave- 
ment of the children. A question soon occurred to my mind whether 
the occasion did not impose upon me a special duty to perform, and if it 
did what that duty was. To propose and urge some action of the House 
to discountenance and as far as possible suppress the practice of duelling 
between members of Congress, was obviously the only thing that I could 
attempt with so much as the possibility of an useful result — but I saw 
at once that if I should move party Spirit would instantly seize upon 
the recent tragedy, and would so entangle the general question of provi- 
sion for the future that the whole would end in a vapouring and counter- 
vapouring of Sensibilities, a very small portion of which on any side 
would be sincere, and the greater portion of which would tend to exas- 

37 
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perate rather than to appease, would defeat all prospect of any rational 
action of the House upon the subject, and finally leave the practice of 
duelling in undisputed possession of the field. 

I attended public worship the next morning at the Capitol, where the 
officiating person was Mr. Slicer, the Chaplain of the House. He 
noticed both in his prayer, and in his Sermon, the tragical event of the 
preceding day, with propriety and with discretion. I met there Mr. 
Howard of Baltimore and Mr. Whittlesey of Ohio, with whom I had 
some conversation as to the course which it might be proper for the 
House to pursue. 

The next morning at the meeting of the House, Mr. Amasa J. Parker, 
and Mr. Robert M'Lellan, two members from the State of New York, 
administration men, came to my seat, and proposed to me to take an 
immediate stand of reprobation by the House of the fatal duel, and 
urged an immediate Resolution to expel from the House all the parties 
who had been concerned in it. I did not know who they were, nor of 
course whom the Resolution would strike. These gentlemen did not 
propose any resolution of censure upon the deceased, nor to interfere in 
any manner with the usual honorary testimonials of the funeral obse- 
quies over his remains. Immediately after the reading of the Journal, 
Mr. Fairfield, not the eldest member of the delegation from Maine, but 
a member of the same party with Mr. Cilley, announced his decease, in 
a very proper manner, without any offensive reflection, and moved the 
ordinary Resolutions, of attendance the next day at the funeral, with 
the usual religious solemnities at the Hall, and the wearing of crape for 
thirty days from respect for the memory of the deceased. Not a voice 
was heard objecting to this course of proceeding. I had told Mr. 
Parker and Mr. M'Lellan, that if any vote of censure was to be expressed 
by the House upon the past, it must begin then and there ; and that I at 
all events was not the proper person to take the lead in it. No one else 
ventured to take it. After giving to Mr. Cilley the burial of a Saint, 
I did not perceive the Justice, Humanity or Piety of expelling all his 
accomplices as felons. I received two Letters from Clergymen, full of 
sound anti-duelling doctrine, and earnestly persuading me to assume on 
this occasion the office of a great reformer, the only effect of which I 
thought would be to cover me with ridicule. 

The funeral was on Tuesday. The Services in the Hall were a 
prayer by one of the Chaplains of Congress, and a funeral sermon by 
the other. Some of the Gentlemen of the South were offended by the 
severity of the preacher upon the practice of duelling. The ceremonies 
were performed with great and more than usual Solemnity. The attend- 
ance of members of both Houses of Congress was more numerous than 
I had ever witnessed on any similar occasion. The President of the 
United States and most of the Heads of Departments also attended. 
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All the galleries of the House were crowded with spectators of both 
sexes. But the judges of the Supreme Court declined the invitation to 
attend, and several of the members of the delegation from Massachu- 
setts were absent. 

Wednesday morning, immediately after the reading of the Journal, 
Mr. Fairfield asked leave to offer a Resolution, 

" That a Committee consisting of seven members be appointed to 
investigate the causes which led to the death of the honorable Jonathan 
Cilley, late a member of this house and the circumstances connected 
therewith, and to report thereon to this house. 

" That said Committee have power to send for persons and papers, 
and have leave to sit during the sessions of the House." 

This was an unequivocal party movement ; not a very judicious one, 
as I thought ; and the main object of which I did not immediately per- 
ceive. It was to turn the torrent of public indignation against Webb, 
the first publisher of the charge of corruption against Ruggles — against 
Wise who had brought the charge before the House, and against Graves 
who had slain Cilley, and who was believed to have been privy to the 
original denunciation by the Spy in Washington and to the publication 
of it in the New York Courier and Enquirer. The effort was to turn 
all this into a conspiracy to murder Cilley, and if possible to expel Wise 
and Graves from the House — to destroy the printing Establishment of 
the New York Courier and Enquirer, and to bury the charge of corrup- 
tion against Ruggles in Cilley's grave. 

Bell of Tennessee incautiously objected to the admission of Fairfield's 
Resolutions, but the Rules were suspended by a very large majority, 
and the Resolutions adopted after considerable debate, which became at 
last very acrimonious, especially between Fairfield and Evans. But 
Fairfield found it necessary before the question upon his Resolutions 
was taken to adopt a modification of them authorizing the Committee 
further to " inquire whether in the case alluded to, there has not been a 
breach of the privileges of this house, and to report thereon to this house." 
This modification was suggested by Mr. Elmore of South Carolina and 
pressed by Boon of Indiana, and reluctantly adopted by Fairfield, to 
keep his party strength entire. 

But after the Resolutions were adopted, and a Committee was ordered, 
Mathias Morris an opposition Pennsylvanian offered and carried a 
separate Resolution of instruction to the Committee 

" to inquire into the means more effectually to suppress the practice 
of duelling and report a Bill for this purpose as early as is practicable." 

This had not at all entered into the purpose of Fairfield's Resolu- 
tions — and while they were under consideration Morris had offered in 
vain his Resolution as an amendment to them — Fairfield did not accept 
it — and it was cut off by the previous Question. It was however 
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referred as a supplementary instruction to the Committee, and may 
eventually defeat the primary object of expelling Wise and Graves. 

The Speaker appointed a Committee of five administration and two 
opposition members — Toucey, Potter, Briggs, Elmore. Bruyn, Harri- 
son and Rariden — Briggs and Harrison declined serving on the Com- 
mittee and Grennell and Grantland were appointed in their places, 
leaving the party complexion of the Committee the same — 5 and 2. 

They have not yet reported — nor has the Committee of investigation 
of the Senate upon the charges against Mr. Ruggles — both may yet 
lead to unexpected disclosures and both may terminate in expositions 
discreditable to more than one party. 

I have hitherto every reason to confirm the propriety of my determi- 
nation to take no prominent part in the movements of the House origi- 
nating in these transactions. The elements not only of party rancour 
but of national dissensions pervade every part of them. I have com- 
mitted to writing and addressed to you this narrative, as a private record 
of breeding events — by which I mean incidents far more important in 
their consequences than in themselves. The Career of Mr. Cilley is 
that of an ambitious Northern young man, struggling to rise on a South- 
ern platform. His fate is an exemplification of what that sort of ambi- 
tion may expect. He had already announced that he had no sympathies 
for Indians or for human beings of a darker hue ; and this declaration 
had already brought him golden opinions from the carnation colour of 
the South. He seized the first possible opportunity to announce and 
prove himself an unerring marksman with the rifle, and to select it as 
his favourite weapon for settling his points of honour. The selection 
of his second was as intrepid as that of his instrument. All this was to 
display to the South and West how high he soared above the region of 
Yankee prejudices. A wise and just Providence, mysterious in its 
ways, but instructive in its doom, had ordained that his experiment 
should leave a monumental warning to his successors. May its lesson 
be understood, and not be lost ! 

Remarks were also made during the meeting by the Presi- 
dent and Messrs. Henry F. Jenks, A. C. Goodell, Jr., 
Edmund F. Slapter, Samuel A. Green, Thornton K. 
Lothrop, George B. Chase, and William S. Appleton. 



